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APPENDIX 1A: 
9/11 BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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The September 11 attacks (also referred 
to as 9/11) were a series of four 
coordinated terrorist attacks by the Islamic 
terrorist group al-Qaeda against the United 
States on the morning of Tuesday, September 
11, 2001. The attacks killed 2,996 people, 
injured over 6,000 others, and caused at 
least $10 billion in infrastructure and property 
damage. Additional people died of 9/11-related 
cancer and respiratory diseases in the months 
and years following the attacks.

Four passenger airliners operated by two 
major U.S. passenger air carriers (United 
Airlines and American Airlines)—all of which 
departed from airports in the northeastern 
part of the United States bound for California—
were hijacked by 19 al-Qaeda terrorists. 
Two of the planes, American Airlines Flight 
11 and United Airlines Flight 175, were crashed 
into the North and South towers, respectively, 
of the World Trade Center complex in Lower 
Manhattan. Within an hour and 42 minutes, 
both 110-story towers collapsed. Debris and 
the resulting fires caused partial or complete 
collapse of all other buildings in the World 
Trade Center complex, including the 47-story 7 
World Trade Center tower, as well as significant 
damage to ten other large surrounding 
structures. A third plane, American Airlines 
Flight 77, was crashed into the Pentagon (the 
headquarters of the United States Department 
of Defense) in Arlington County, Virginia, 
which led to a partial collapse of the 
building’s west side. The fourth plane, United 
Airlines Flight 93, was initially flown toward 
Washington, D.C., but crashed into a field 
in Stonycreek Township near Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania, after its passengers thwarted the 
hijackers. 9/11 is the single deadliest incident 
for firefighters and law enforcement officers in 
the history of the United States, with 343 and 
72 killed, respectively.

Suspicion quickly fell on al-Qaeda. The United 
States responded by launching the War on 
Terror and invaded Afghanistan to depose 
the Taliban, which had failed to comply with 
U.S. demands to extradite Osama bin Laden 
and expel al-Qaeda from Afghanistan. Many 
countries strengthened their anti-terrorism 
legislation and expanded the powers of law 
enforcement and intelligence agencies to 
prevent terrorist attacks. Although al-Qaeda’s 
leader, Osama bin Laden, initially denied any 
involvement, in 2004 he claimed responsibility 
for the attacks. Al-Qaeda and bin Laden 
cited U.S. support of Israel, the presence 
of U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia, and sanctions 
against Iraq as motives. After evading capture 
for almost a decade, Osama bin Laden was 
located and killed in Pakistan by SEAL Team 
Six of the U.S. Navy in May 2011.

The destruction of the World Trade Center 
and nearby infrastructure seriously harmed 
the economy of Lower Manhattan and had 
a significant effect on global markets, which 
resulted in the closing of Wall Street until 
September 17 and the civilian airspace 
in the U.S. and Canada until September 
13. Many closings, evacuations, and 
cancellations followed, out of respect or fear 
of further attacks. Cleanup of the World Trade 
Center site was completed in May 2002, and 
the Pentagon was repaired within a year. On 
November 18, 2006, construction of One World 
Trade Center began at the World Trade Center 
site. The building was officially opened on 
November 3, 2014. Numerous memorials have 
been constructed, including the National 
September 11 Memorial & Museum in New 
York City, the Pentagon Memorial in Arlington 
County, Virginia, and the Flight 93 National 
Memorial in a field in Stonycreek Township near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks#Attacks
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APPENDIX 1B:
HOW TO SPEAK LIKE A NEWFOUNDLANDER

This remote community has a colourful language 
all its own, known as “Newfinese”. Some of our 
favourite words and phrases are below:

Come from away 
A traveller to Newfoundland - someone who 
wasn’t born there

Come on, we go’s
Let’s go

Sweet jesus in the garden! 
An expletive

Stunned
Really stupid

Stay where you’re to ‘till I comes where you’re at 
Stay there until I get there

Having a time
Enjoying yourself; having a party

Yes, b’y
Good for any use in any instance

Ascoff and ascuff
Dinner and a dance

Where y’longs to?
Where do you come from?

The arse is gone right out of her
It’s all gone wrong

Long may your big jib draw
May you have good fortune

Who knit ya’?
Who’s your mother/parents?
 
He/she’s got enough mouth on her for three lips
He/She won’t stop talking/is a big gossip

Not fit
Exceptionally bad weather

Chummy jigger
A thingamajig

Buddy whassisname
Someone you can’t remember

Bivverin’
Really cold weather - imagine the sound of 
chattering teeth

I dies at you
You’re funny

‘Ow’s she getting on?
How are you doing?

Like a birch broom in the fits
Messy hair

I’m gutfoundered, fire up ascoff
I’m hungry, make me some food

God love your cotton socks
Thank you

Best kind
To express satisfaction

Proper thing
They got what they deserved

Crooked as sin
Really grumpy

Now the once
In a minute

Buddy, b’w, m’son, m’darling,  
m’love, ducky, cocky, trout
Terms of endearment
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APPENDIX 2A
AUSSIE LINGO

A cold one 
Beer

Arvo 
Afternoon

Aussie Salute
Wave to scare the flies

Bail
To cancel plans. ‘Bruce bailed’ = Bruce isn’t 
going to turn up

Barbie
Barbecue

Bathers
Swimsuit

Beauty!
Great! Most often exclaimed as  
“You Beauty”

Billabong 
A pond in a dry riverbed

Billy
Teapot (In the Outback on the fire)

Bloody 
Very. Used to extenuate a point

Bloody oath 
Yes or its true. “You right mate?”… “Bloody 
Oath”

Bludger
Someone who’s lazy, generally also who relies 
on others (when it’s someone who relies on 
the state they’re often called a ‘dole bludger’)

Bogan
This word is used for people who are, well 
let’s say, rednecks. Or, if you like, just call your 
friends a bogan when they are acting weird

Booze Bus
Police vehicle used to catch drunk drivers

Bottle-O
Bottle Shop, basically a place to buy alcohol

Brekky
Breakfast

Brolly
Umbrella

Bruce
An Aussie Bloke

Budgie Smugglers 
Speedos

Bush
The Outback

Cab Sav
Cabernet Sauvignon

Cactus
Dead, Broken

Choc A Bloc
Full

Choccy Biccy
Chocolate Biscuit

Chook
Chicken

Chrissie
Christmas

Ciggy
A Cigarette

Clucky
Feeling maternal

Cobber
Very good friend. ‘Alright me ‘ol cobber’

Coldie
Beer. ‘Come over for a few coldie’s mate’

Coppers
Policemen
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Crikey
An expression of surprise

Crook 
Being ill or angry; ‘Don’t go crook on me 
for getting crook’

Dag
Someone who’s a bit of a nerd or geek

Daks 
Trousers. ‘Tracky daks’ = sweatpants 
(tracksuit pants)

Deadset
True

Devo
Devastated

Drongo 
A Fool, ‘Don’t be a drongo mate’

Dunny
Toilet

Esky
An insulated container that keeps things 
cold (usually beers)

Fair Dinkum
 ‘Fair Dinkum!’ = Honestly

Flannie / Flanno 
Flannelette shirt

Frothy 
Beer

G’day
Hello

Galah 
An Australian cockatoo with a  
reputation for not being bright, hence  
a galah is also a stupid person

Going off 
Busy, lots of people

Good On Ya 
Good work

Goon
Goon is a cheap, boxed wine 

Hard yakka 
Hard work

Heaps
Loads, lots, many

Hoon
Hooligan (normally driving badly!)

Knickers
Female underwear

Larrikin
Someone who’s always up for a laugh, bit of 
a harmless prankster

Legless
Someone who is really drunk

Lollies
Sweets

Mozzie
Mosquito

No Drama
No problem / it’s ok

No Worries
No problem / it’s ok

Nuddy 
Naked

Piece of Piss 
Easy

Piss Off 
Go away, get lost

Piss Up  
A party, a get together and in Australia – 
most social occasions
Pissed 
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Intoxicated, Drunk

Pissed Off 
Annoyed

Rack Off 
The less offensive way to tell someone to go 
away!

Rapt 
Very happy

Reckon 
For sure. ‘You Reckon?’… ‘I reckon!’

Rellie / Rello 
Relatives

Ripper 
‘You little ripper’ = That’s fantastic mate!

Rooted 
Tired

Runners 
Trainers, Sneakers

Servo
Service Station / Garage

Sheila
A woman

Shoot Through
To leave

Sickie 
A sick day off work, or ‘to pull a sickie’  
would be to take a day off when you  
aren’t actually sick

Skull 
To down a beer

Slab 

A carton of beers

Snag 
Sausage

Stoked 
Happy, Pleased

Straya 
Australia

Strewth 
An exclamation of surprise

Stubby 
A bottle of beer

Stuffed 
Tired

Sunnies 
Sunglasses

Swag 
Single bed you can roll up, a bit like  
a sleeping bag

Tea
Dinner

Tinny 
Can of beer or small boat

Tucker 
Food. ‘Bush Tucker’ tends to be food found in 
the Outback such as witchety grubs

Two Up
A gambling game played on Anzac day

APPENDIX 2A H H H H HH H H H H

37



For a full transcript of Michael Wright’s 
experience go to: 
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/
a2038/esq0102-jan-wtc-rev/ 

NOTE: Teachers should read this article 
before determining if it is appropriate for 
their students. 

At 8:48 on the morning of September 11, 
Michael Wright was a thirty-year-old account 
executive working high in the World Trade 
Center. Two hours later, he was something 
else.
As told to Cal Fussman 
Sep 12, 2015 

It was as mundane a morning as you can 
imagine...I get to my office at a quarter to 
eight, eat a bran muffin, drink a cup of coffee, 
and get my head straight for the day. I was 
actually in a good mood. A couple of us were 
yukking it up in the men’s room. We’d just 
started sharing the eighty-first floor of 1 World 
Trade Center with Bank of America, and they’d 
put up a sign telling everyone to keep the 
bathroom clean. It was about quarter to nine.

All of a sudden, there was the shift of an 
earthquake. People ask, “Did you hear a 
boom?” No. The way I can best describe it is 
that every joint in the building jolted...We all 
got knocked off balance...The flex caused the 
marble walls in the bathroom to crack. You’re 
thinking, Gas main. It was so percussive, so 
close. I opened the bathroom door, looked 
outside, and saw fire. There was screaming. 
One of my coworkers, Alicia, was trapped in 
the women’s room next door. The doorjamb 
had folded in on itself and sealed the door 
shut. This guy Art and another guy started 
kicking... the door, and they finally got her out.
There was a huge crack in the floor of the 
hallway that was about half a football field 
long, and the elevator bank by my office 
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MY ESCAPE FROM THE 81ST FLOOR OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER”  

was completely blown out. If I’d walked over, 
I could’ve looked all the way down. Chunks of 
material that had been part of the wall were in 
flames all over the floor. Smoke was everywhere. 
I knew where the stairs were...I started 
screaming, “Out! Out! Out!” The managers were 
trying to keep people calm and orderly, and here 
I was screaming, “The stairs! The stairs!”
We got to the stairwell, and people were in 
various states. Some were in shock; some were 
crying. We started filing down in two rows, 
fire-drill style... Some floors we’d cruise down; 
others we’d wait for ten minutes. People were 
speculating, “Was it a bomb?”... At the fortieth 
floor, we started coming in contact with firemen. 
They were saying, “C’mon, down you go! Don’t 
worry, it’s safe below.” Most of them were 
stone-faced. Looking back, there were some 
frightened firemen.

When we got below the thirtieth floor, they 
started to bring down injured people from flights 
above. There was a guy with the back of his shirt 
burned off, a little burn on his shoulder. One 
woman had severe burns on her face...It was 
time to go. The other guy took off in front of me. 
We were going pretty fast...Our stairwell exited 
out onto that mezzanine level. At that point, I 
could look out across the plaza at 2 World Trade 
Center. That’s when I realized the gravity of what 
had happened. I saw dead bodies everywhere... 
I remember my hand coming up in front of my 
face to block the sight. Then I took off. As I ran, 
people were coming out of another stairwell. I 
stopped and said, “Don’t look outside! Don’t look 
outside!” The windows were stained with blood. 
Someone who’d jumped had fallen very close to 
the building.

It felt like my head was going to blow up. I made 
it to the stairwell and got down. The mall was in 
bad shape. It must have been from chunks of the 
plane coming down. Windows were smashed. 
Sprinklers were on. I saw Alicia, the coworker 
who’d been trapped in the bathroom. She’d seen 

38



what I’d seen in the plaza and was traumatized. 
She was crying and moving slowly. I put my 
arm around her. Then there was another 
woman—same thing. I put my arm around the 
two of them, saying, “C’mon. We gotta go. We 
gotta go.”

We were moving through the mall toward the 
escalator that would take us back up to street 
level and out to Church Street. There were 
some emergency workers giving us the “head 
this way” sign. I think they were trying to get 
us as far away from the fire as possible and out 
toward Church Street and the Millenium Hilton 
hotel. I got to the bottom of the escalator, and 
that’s when I heard what sounded like a crack. 
That was the beginning of it. I ran to the top 
of the escalator as fast as I could and looked 
east, out toward Church Street at the Millenium 
hotel. The windows of the hotel are like a 
mirror, and in the reflection I saw Tower Two 
coming down.

How do you describe the sound of a 110-story 
building coming down directly above you? 
It sounded like what it was: a deafening tidal 
wave of building material coming down on my 
head. It appeared to be falling on the street 
directly where I was headed. I turned to run 
back into the building. It was the instinctual 
thing to do. You’re thinking, If you stay outside, 
you’re running into it. If you go inside, it might 
not land there. So I turned and ran into the 
building, down into the mall, and that’s when 
it hit. I dove to the ground, screaming at the 
top of my lungs, “Oh, no! Oh, no! Jenny and 
Ben! Jenny and Ben!” It wasn’t a very creative 
response, but it was the only thing I could say. I 
was gonna die.

The explosion was extreme, the noise 
impossible to describe. I started crying. It’s 
hard for me to imagine now that when I was 
on the ground awaiting my doom, hearing that 
noise, thousands of people were dying. That 
noise is a noise thousands of people heard 
when they died. When it hit, everything went 
instantly black. You know how a little kid packs 

a pail of sand at the beach? That’s what it 
was like in my mouth, my nose, my ears, my 
eyes—everything packed with debris. I spat it 
out. I puked, mostly out of horror. I felt myself: 
Am I intact? Can I move? I was all there. There 
was moaning. People were hurt and crying all 
around me.

Then I had my second reckoning with death. 
I’m alive, yeah. But I’m trapped beneath 
whatever fell on top of me and this place is 
filled with smoke and dust. This is how I’m 
gonna die—and this was worse. Because I 
was going to be cognizant of my death. I was 
going to be trapped in a hole and it was going 
to fill with smoke and they were going to find 
me like one of those guys buried in Pompeii. 
I sat there thinking of my wife and son again. 
It wasn’t like seeing the photos of Jenny and 
Ben that I had on my desk, though. The images 
I had were of them without me. Images of 
knowing that I’d never touch them again. As I 
sat there, thinking of them, I suddenly got this 
presence of mind: I gotta try to survive.

I tore off my shirt and wrapped it around my 
mouth and nose to keep some of the smoke 
out. I started crawling. It was absolutely 
pitch-black. I had no idea where I was crawling 
to, but I had to keep trying. It’s haunting to 
think about it now. I saw a light go on. I can’t 
say I was happy, because I was horrified, but 
that light was hope. Luckily, I was buried with 
a fireman... He was frazzled, but he had it a lot 
more together than I did. I was like, “What are 
we gonna do?” You can’t imagine the ability 
to have rational thought at that point. I was 
purely in survival mode. It wasn’t like, The 
smoke is traveling this way, so I’ll go that way 
to the fresh air. It’s whatever presents itself.
The fireman looked like a big Irish guy. Big, 
bushy mustache. He had an axe. He was 
looking at a wall, and it looked solid, but when 
he wiped his hand on it, it was glass, a glass 
wall looking into a Borders bookstore. There 
was a door right next to it. He smashed the 
door and it spread open. Everyone gravitated 
to the light. Now there was a bunch of us. 
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People were screaming. We got into Borders, 
went upstairs, and got through the doors 
heading outside. The dust was so thick, there 
was barely any light.

At this point, I still had no idea what was going 
on. I didn’t know if we were being bombed 
or what. I didn’t know if this was over or if it 
was just beginning. I took off into the cloud. I 
crossed Church Street, and some light started 
coming in, and I could see a little bit. I saw a 
woman standing there, horrified, crying, lost. 
I stopped and said, “Are you okay? Are you 
okay?” She couldn’t speak. I kept going.
I went along Vesey Street, using it as a guide. 
It started clearing up more and more, and I 
got to an intersection that was completely 
empty. That’s where I saw one of the weirdest 
things—a cameraman near a van with the NBC 
peacock on it, doubled over with his camera, 
crying. I was all disoriented. I saw a turned-
over bagel cart, and I grabbed a couple of 
Snapples. I used one to rinse out my mouth 
and wash my face. I drank some of the other. 
Then I started running again. It was chaos.
Even though I’d been around these streets a 
million times, I was completely lost. I looked 
up and saw my building, 1 World Trade Center, 
in flames. I looked for the other tower because 
I always use the two buildings as my North 
Star. I couldn’t see it. I stood there thinking, 
It doesn’t make sense. At that angle, it was 
apparent how devastating it all was. I looked 
up and said, “Hundreds of people died today.” 
I was trying to come to terms with it—to 
intellectualize it. My wife’s family is Jewish, and 
her grandparents talk about the Holocaust and 
the ability of humans to be cruel and kill one 
another. This is a part of a pattern of human 
behavior, I told myself. And I just happen to be 
very close to this one.
Maybe it seems an odd reaction in hindsight. 
But I was just trying to grab on to something, 
some sort of logic or justification, rather than 
let it all overwhelm me. I was raised Irish-
Catholic, and I consider myself a spiritual 
person. I did thank God for getting me out of 
there for my kid. But I also tend to be a pretty 

logical thinker. I’m alive because I managed to 
find a space that had enough support structure 
that it didn’t collapse on me. I’m alive because 
the psycho in the plane decided to hit at this 
angle as opposed to that angle. I’m alive because 
I went down this stairwell instead of that stairwell. 
I can say that now. But at that moment, I was just 
trying to give myself some sanity.
I was still running when I heard another huge 
sound. I didn’t know it at the time, but it was the 
other tower—my tower—coming down. A cop 
on the street saw me and said, “Buddy, are you 
okay?” It was obvious that he was spooked by 
looking at me. Aside from being caked with dust, 
I had blood all over me that wasn’t mine. He was 
trying to help, but I could tell he was shocked by 
what he was seeing.

I was looking for a pay phone to call my wife, but 
every one I passed was packed. My wife never 
entertained for a minute that I could be alive. She 
had turned on the TV and said, “Eighty-first floor. 
Both buildings collapsed. There’s not a prayer.” 
It was difficult for her to look at Ben because 
she was having all these feelings. “Should I be 
grateful that I have him? Is he going to be a 
reminder of Mike every time I look at him?” At the 
time, these thoughts just go through your head. 

Finally, I got to a pay phone where there was a 
woman just kind of looking up. I shoved her out 
of the way. I guess it was kind of harsh, but I had 
to get in touch with my family. I dialed Boston 
and a recording said, “Six dollars and twenty-
five cents, please.” So I pulled out a quarter and 
called my brother at NYU. I got his voice mail. 
“I’m alive! I’m alive! Call Jenny! Let everyone know 
I’m alive!” It was 10:34.
I started running toward where my brother Chris 
worked at NYU. I’m the last of six in my family. 
The two oldest are girls, the four youngest, boys. 
Chris is the second oldest above me. The classic 
older brother. The one who’d put you down 
and give you noogies. He probably would have 
had the best view of the whole thing going on. 
But he’d left his office, thinking, My brother is 
dead. He walked home to Brooklyn across the 
Manhattan Bridge, unable to look back.
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On my way to NYU, I met this guy—a stranger 
named Gary—who had a cell phone. He tried 
and tried and couldn’t get through to Boston. 
I said, “I gotta get to NYU” and left him. But 
he kept calling Boston and eventually got 
through to my family. At that point, four of 
my five siblings were at the house. My wife’s 
father was on his way from New York with a 
black suit in the car.

The people at NYU took me in. They were 
great. I said, “I don’t need anything. Just call 
my family.” They kept on trying to get through. 
They couldn’t, they couldn’t. Finally, they got 
through.

I said, “Jenny, it’s me.” And there was a moan. 
It was this voice I’d never heard before in my 
life. And I was saying, “I’m alive. I’m alive. I love 
you. I love you. I love you.” We cried and cried. 
Then the phone went dead. 
At that point, I went into the bathroom to 
clean myself off, and suddenly I couldn’t open 
my eyes anymore. They were swollen. I knew 
I wasn’t blind, but if I opened my eyes toward 
any amount of light there was intense, intense 
pain. I didn’t feel this while I was running. It 
seemed to happen as soon as I was safe and 
the adrenaline came out of me.

At the NYU health center, the doctors... 
put drops in them, but they needed more 
sophisticated equipment to see what was 
going on. I wound up having 147 fiberglass 
splinters taken out of my eyes.

Chris came back from Brooklyn to pick me up, 
and I held on to him and hugged him. Later, he 
said, “You know, Michael, this is why I stuffed you 
in sleeping bags and beat on you all those years 
as a kid. Just to toughen you up for something 
like this.”

When we got back to my place, I collapsed and 
it all hit me. I cried like I’ve never cried in my life. 
I finally let loose, and it felt better. My brother 
helped me pack, and we got to Westchester, 
where my wife and family had gone. Jenny came 
running to the door. I can remember hearing the 
dum, dum, dum, dum, dum of her footsteps.

My mother was there. My dad. My father-in-law. 
They all hugged me. Then they gave me my son. 
I could tell by the noises he was making that he 
was happy. I hugged him and sort of started the 
healing process there...
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS
AN UNEXPECTED MORNING

7:59 AM
American Airlines Flight 11,  

with 92 people aboard, takes off from 
Boston’s Logan International Airport 

for Los Angeles.

8:19 AM
Flight attendants aboard Flight 11 
alert ground personnel that the  

plane has been hijacked; American 
Airlines notifies the FBI.

8:14 AM
United Airlines Flight 175, with 65  

people aboard, takes off from  
Boston, headed to Los Angeles.

8:20 AM
American Airlines Flight 77 takes 

off from Dulles International Airport 
(outside of Washington, D.C.) to  

Los Angeles with 64 people aboard.

8:46 AM
Flight 11 crashes into floors 93-99 of  

the North Tower of the World  
Trade Center, killing everyone on  

board and hundreds inside the building.

8:47 AM
NYPD and FDNY forces dispatch 
units to the World Trade Center, 

while Port Authority Police 
Department officers on site begin 

immediate evacuation 
 of the North Tower.

8:50 AM
White House Chief of Staff Andrew 

Card alerts President George W. Bush 
that a plane has hit the  

World Trade Center. The president 
is visiting an elementary school in 

Sarasota, Florida at the time.
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9:02 AM
Port Authority officials broadcast 

orders to evacuate the South Tower 
of the World Trade Center.

9:26 AM
The FAA closes down air traffic to 

U.S. All flights from Europe diverted.

9:03 AM
Hijackers crash United Airlines Flight 

175 into floors 75-85 of the World 
Trade Center’s South Tower, killing 
everyone on board and hundreds 

inside the building.

9:37 AM
Hijackers aboard Flight 77 crash 

the plane into the western façade 
of the Pentagon in Washington, 
D.C., killing 59 aboard the plane 

and 125 military and civilian 
personnel inside the building.9:59 AM

The South Tower of the World Trade 
Center collapses.

10:28 AM
The World Trade Center’s North 

Tower collapses, 102 minutes after 
being struck by Flight 11.

8:30 PM
President Bush declares that 

America, along with its friends and 
allies would “stand together” to win 

the war against terrorism.

5:20 PM
The 47-story Seven World Trade 
Center collapses after burning  

for hours.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS
THE WORLD TURNS ITS ATTENTION
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ALL
ON THE EDGE OF THE WORLD OR WHEREVER WE ARE WE ARE – WE ARE – WE ARE ON THE 
EDGE
IS THERE SOMETHING - I NEED TO DO SOMETHING
TO KEEP ME FROM THINKING OF ALL OF THOSE SCENES ON THE TUBE I NEED SOMETHING TO 
DO – CAUSE I CAN’T WATCH THE NEWS
NO I CAN’T WATCH THE NEWS ANYMORE

ALL
ON THE EDGE

CLAUDE
FAA KEEPS DELAYING OPENING THE AIRSPACE – AND HERE ON THE GROUND, WE’RE DEALING 
WITH A WHOLE MESS OF OTHER PROBLEMS

ALL
ON THE EDGE OF THE

BEVERLEY
SOME OF THE PLANES ARE PARKED ON A RUNWAY WHERE THE SURFACE IS ALL TORN UP. 
THAT DEBRIS GETS INTO AN ENGINE AND THEY’LL NEVER LEAVE.

ALL
ON THE EDGE OF THE WORLD
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TRADITIONAL NEWFOUNDLAND SONGS

“JACK WAS EVERY INCH A SAILOR”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fF6U2Whb5Pc

VERSE 1 
‘Twas twenty-five or thirty years since Jack first saw the light
He came into this world of woe one dark and stormy night
He was born on board his father’s ship as she was lying to
‘Bout twenty-five or thirty miles southeast of Baccalieu.

CHORUS 
Oh, Jack was every inch a sailor, Five and twenty years a whaler
Jack was every inch a sailor, He was born upon the bright blue sea.

VERSE 2 
When Jack grew up to be a man he went to the Labrador
He fished in Indian Harbour where his father fished before
On his returning in the fog he met a heavy gale,
And Jack was swept into the sea and swallowed by a whale.

CHORUS

VERSE 3 
Oh, the whale went straight for Baffin Bay, ‘bout ninety knots an hour
And every time he’d blow a spray he’d send it in a shower;
Oh, now, says Jack unto himself, I must see what he’s about
He caught the whale all by the tail and turned him inside out.
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TRADITIONAL NEWFOUNDLAND SONGS

“I’SE THE B’Y”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-bQn9DtgUA

I’se The B’y that builds the boat and I’se the B’y that sails her and
I’se The B’y that catches the fish and brings ‘em home to Liza

CHORUS
Hip-yer-partner Sally Thibault / Hip-yer-partner Sally Brown
Fogo, Twillingate, Morton’s Harbour, All around the circle

Salts and rinds to cover your flake, cake and tea for supper
Cod fish in the spring of the year, fried in maggoty butter

CHORUS
I don’t want your maggoty fish, they’re no good for winter
Well I can buy as good as that, way down in Bonavista!

CHORUS
I took Liza to a dance, as fast as she can travel,
And every step that she could take, was up to her knees in gravel
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OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON

In what became known as OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON, 
residents of Gander and surrounding communities 
volunteered to house, feed, and entertain the travellers.

To quote a New York Times article written a few months 
after September 2001:

Jake Turner, the town manager, went into action as soon 
as the planes started landing. Des Dillon of the Canadian 
Red Cross was asked to round up beds, along with Maj. 
Ron Stuckless of the Salvation Army, who also became 
the coordinator of a mass collection of food that emptied 
refrigerators for miles around. Employees from the local  
co-op supermarket arrived with a refrigerated truck full of 
meat and other provisions.

At St. Martin’s Anglican Church, Hilda Goodyear spent 48 
mostly sleepless hours organizing bedding and priming the 
parish hall’s kitchen for a Lufthansa flight. People from as 
far away as Twillingate, an island off the Kittiwake Coast of 
Newfoundland, prepared enough sandwiches and soup for at 
least 200 people and drove an hour and a half to Gander to 
deliver it to dazed and frightened passengers being herded 
off planes without luggage and under intense scrutiny. 
Responding to radio announcements, the residents and 
businesses of Gander and other towns supplied toothbrushes, 
deodorant, soap, blankets and even spare underwear, along 
with offers of hot showers and guest rooms.

Newtel Communications, the telephone company, set up 
phone banks for passengers to call home. Local television 
cable companies wired schools and church halls, where 
passengers watched events unfolding in New York and 
realized how lucky they were.

Five days later, the majority of the “plane people” (as the 
unexpected visitors came to be called) were on their way 
home. Gone – but certainly not forgotten.
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OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Yellow_Ribbon 

Operation Yellow Ribbon (French: Opération ruban jaune) was commenced by Canada to handle 
the diversion of civilian airline flights in response to the September 11 attacks in 2001 on the United 
States. Canada’s goal was to ensure that potentially destructive air traffic be removed from 
United States airspace as quickly as possible, and away from potential U.S. targets, and instead 
place these aircraft on the ground in Canada, at military and civilian airports in the Canadian 
provinces of Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador, and British Columbia (and also several in New 
Brunswick, Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec) where any destructive potential could be better 
contained and neutralized. None of the aircraft proved to be a threat, and Canada and Canadians hosted 
thousands of passengers stranded in Canada until U.S. airspace was reopened.
Canada commenced the operation after the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
implementing Security Control of Air Traffic and Air Navigation Aids (SCATANA), grounded all aircraft 
across the United States, an unprecedented action. The FAA then worked with Transport Canada to reroute 
incoming international flights to airports in Canada.[1]

During the operation, departing flights—with the exception of police, military, and humanitarian flights—
were cancelled, marking the first time that Canadian airspace had been shut down. In total, as a result of 
Operation Yellow Ribbon, 255 aircraft were diverted to 17 different airports across the country.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uYAjUbeq3s 

Operation Yellow Ribbon
Running Time: 2:01

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXbxoy4Mges 

9/11: Operation Yellow Ribbon (Gander, Newfoundland) 
Running Time: 43:25
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STATEMENTS FROM PRESIDENT BUSH AND OSAMA BIN LADEN 
George W. Bush was the 43rd President of the USA, from 2001 to 2009. 
Appearing on national television on the night of the 9/11 attacks, Bush promised 
to punish those responsible. In the following days, Bush urged the public to 
renounce hate crimes and discrimination against Muslim-Americans and Arab-
Americans. He also declared a “War on Terror”, instituting new domestic and 
foreign policies in an effort to prevent future terrorist attacks.    

PRESIDENT BUSH’S STATEMENT September 11, 2001                     
Good evening. Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very freedom came under attack in a series 
of deliberate and deadly terrorist acts. The victims were in airplanes, or in their offices; secretaries, 
businessmen and women, military and federal workers; moms and dads, friends and neighbors. Thousands 
of lives were suddenly ended by evil, despicable acts of terror. The pictures of airplanes flying into 
buildings, fires burning, huge structures collapsing, have filled us with disbelief, terrible sadness, and a quiet, 
unyielding anger. These acts of mass murder were intended to frighten our nation into chaos and retreat. 
But they have failed; our country is strong. A great people has been moved to defend a great nation. 
Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation 
of America. These acts shattered steel, but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve. America was 
targeted for attack because we’re the brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the world. And no 
one will keep that light from shining. Today, our nation saw evil, the very worst of human nature. And we 
responded with the best of America — with the daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers 
and neighbors who came to give blood and help in any way they could.

Immediately following the first attack, I implemented our government’s emergency response plans. Our 
military is powerful, and it’s prepared. Our emergency teams are working in New York City and Washington, 
D.C. to help with local rescue efforts. Our first priority is to get help to those who have been injured, and 
to take every precaution to protect our citizens at home and around the world from further attacks. The 
functions of our government continue without interruption. Federal agencies in Washington which had to 
be evacuated today are reopening for essential personnel tonight, and will be open for business tomorrow. 
Our financial institutions remain strong, and the American economy will be open for business, as well. 
The search is underway for those who are behind these evil acts. I’ve directed the full resources of our 
intelligence and law enforcement communities to find those responsible and to bring them to justice. We 
will make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them. 
I appreciate so very much the members of Congress who have joined me in strongly condemning these 
attacks. And on behalf of the American people, I thank the many world leaders who have called to offer 
their condolences and assistance. America and our friends and allies join with all those who want peace and 
security in the world, and we stand together to win the war against terrorism. Tonight, I ask for your prayers 
for all those who grieve, for the children whose worlds have been shattered, for all whose sense of safety 
and security has been threatened. And I pray they will be comforted by a power greater than any of us, 
spoken through the ages in Psalm 23: “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear 
no evil, for You are with me.” This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for 
justice and peace. America has stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time. None of us will ever 
forget this day. Yet, we go forward to defend freedom and all that is good and just in our world. Thank you.

Good night, and God bless America.
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Osama bin Laden (March 10, 1957 – May 2, 2011) was the founder of Al-Qaeda, the organization that 
claimed responsibility for the September 11 attacks on the United States. Al-Qaeda was formed as a 
response to the abolition of the caliphate in Turkey in 1924. A caliphate is a form of Islamic government 
where the ruler is considered both a political and religious successor to the Islamic prophet, 
Muhammad. Seeing secular government as ‘unholy,’ Al-Qaeda’s mission was to bring the caliphate back 
to the Muslim world stating that “Islam is not performing rituals but a complete system: religion and 
government, worship and Jihad (holy war), ethics and dealing with people, and the Koran and sword” 
(Quote from: The Al-Qaeda Manual, p.8 UK translation).
 
OSAMA BIN LADEN’S STATEMENT October 7, 2001

I bear witness that there is no God but Allah and that Mohammed is his messenger. There is America, 
hit by God in one of its softest spots. Its greatest buildings were destroyed, thank God for that. There 
is America, full of fear from its north to its south, from its west to its east. Thank God for that. What 
America is tasting now, is something insignificant compared to what we have tasted for scores of 
years. Our nation (the Islamic world) has been tasting this humiliation and this degradation for more 
than 80 years. Its sons are killed, its blood is shed, its sanctuaries are attacked, and no one hears and no 
one heeds. When God blessed one of the groups of Islam, vanguards of Islam, they destroyed America. I 
pray to God to elevate their status and bless them. Millions of innocent children are being killed as I speak. 
They are being killed in Iraq without committing any sins and we don’t hear condemnation or a fatwa 
from the rulers. In these days, Israeli tanks infest Palestine - in Jenin, Ramallah, Rafah, Beit Jalla, and other 
places in the land of Islam, and we don’t hear anyone raising his voice or moving a limb. When the sword 
comes down (on America), after 80 years, hypocrisy rears its ugly head. They deplore and they lament 
for those killers, who have abused the blood, honour, and sanctuaries of Muslims. The least that can be 
said about those people is that they are debauched. They have followed injustice. They supported the 
butcher over the victim, the oppressor over the innocent child.

May God show them His wrath and give them what they deserve.

I say that the situation is clear and obvious. After this event, after the senior officials have spoken in 
America, starting with the head of infidels worldwide, Bush, and those with him -- they have come 
out in force with their men and have turned even the countries that belong to Islam to this treachery, 
and they want to wag their tail at God, to fight Islam, to suppress people in the name of terrorism. In 
a nation at the far end of the world, Japan, hundreds of thousands, young and old, were killed and 
this is not a world crime. To them it is not a clear issue. A million children in Iraq, to them this is not a 
clear issue. But when a few more than 10 were killed in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, Afghanistan and 
Iraq were bombed and hypocrisy stood behind the head of international infidels: the modern world’s 
symbol of paganism, America, and its allies. These events have divided the whole world into two sides. 
The side of believers and the side of infidels, may God keep you away from them. Every Muslim has to 
rush to make his religion victorious. The winds of faith have come. The winds of change have come to 
eradicate oppression from the island of Muhammad, peace be upon him. To America, I say only a few 
words to it and its people. I swear by God, who has elevated the skies without pillars, neither America 
nor the people who live in it will dream of security before we live it in Palestine, and not before all the 
infidel armies leave the land of Muhammad, peace by upon him.

God is great, may pride be with Islam. May peace and God’s mercy be upon you.
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GEOGRAPHY, FACTS AND FIGURES

How do people make money in Gander?
Residents of Gander make money by working in these main industries:

TRANSPORTATION
Bus Driver or Air Traffic Controller

COMMUNICATIONS
Local TV Reporter

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
AND DEFENSE

Mayor or an administrator  
for the Gander government
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How many people live in Gander? 

11,688 
(2016 census)

At the time of its completion in 1938, the then 
‘Newfoundland Airport’ was the largest airfield 
on the planet, with four huge paved runways. 

These tarmacs equaled one square mile. Today 
the world’s largest airport is the King Fahd 
International Airport in Saudi Arabia with a 

land area of 301 square miles.

In St. John’s Newfoundland, you can find moose 
wandering about. Because of this, residents 

advise tourists not to drive on the highway at 
night. This is similar to drivers in the Australian 

Outback taking care to avoid kangaroos at 
night.

The province was renamed “Newfoundland 
and Labrador” only relatively recently, in 2001

A crater on the surface of Mars has been 
named for the town of Gander, in recognition of 
the airport town’s history of pioneering aviation 

and aerospace technologies.

Geographical location
Gander lies in the northeastern tip of the 
island of Newfoundland in the province of 

Newfoundland and Labrador

WHAT DOES 

“CROSSROADS 
OF THE WORLD”

MEAN? 

WHAT OTHER PLACES ARE

“CROSSROADS
OF THE 

WORLD”?

WHY OR HOW DO 

PEOPLE END UP IN

DIFFERENT 
PLACES
OR COUNTRIES?
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HISTORY

Gander was chosen for the construction of an airport in 1935 because of its location close to the 
northeastern tip of North America. In 1936, workers began clearing land, boasting one square mile 
of tarmac. Captain Douglas Fraser made the first landing at “Newfoundland Airport” now known as 
Gander International Airport on January 11, 1938. With the onset of WWII, as many as 12,000 British, 
Canadian and American servicemen lived in crowded barracks beside and between the runways. 
Gander became a strategic post for the Royal Air Force Ferry command. After the war, efforts were 
made to move residents a safer distance away from the runways. Construction began in the 1950s on 
the current town site. During the post-war/Cold War era, Gander emerged as the hub of commercial 
transatlantic aviation, gaining the name the “Crossroads of the World”.
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CULTURE

Human habitation in Newfoundland and Labrador can be traced back about 9,000 years. The oldest 
confirmed accounts of European contact date from a thousand years ago as described in the Viking 
(Norse) Icelandic Sagas. In 1583 Newfoundland became England’s first possession in North America 
and one of the earliest permanent English colonies in the New World. In 1655 France appointed a 
governor in Plaisance, thus starting a formal French colonization period in Newfoundland as well 
as a period of periodic war and unrest between England and France in the region. Newfoundland 
rejected confederation with Canada in the 19th century, and remained a colony until acquiring 
Dominion status in 1907. As a result of its international heritage, Gander’s residents include individuals 
and families from countries on five different continents. Gander is primarily an English-speaking 
community, though many residents also speak French. “Newfoundland English” has been shaped by 
the dialects of migrating groups from Scotland, Ireland and regional England, much like the history 
of British settlement in Australia. Most of the population on the island remained rather isolated over 
the centuries, allowing the dialect time to develop its distinctive nature, vastly different to the English 
spoken on the North American continent. The people of Gander are famous for their warm and 
friendly hospitality. Newfoundland and Labrador was named one of the top 10 friendliest cultures in 
the world according to Macleans magazine. The community treats non-Newfoundlanders (known to 
Newfoundlanders as “come from aways”) as family. Visit Gander, and you might find yourself involved 
in a screech-in ceremony. During this initiation to Newfoundland, outsiders take a shot of screech 
(Newfoundland rum), perform a short recitation, and kiss a codfish.
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REACTIONS TO THE SEPTEMBER 11 ATTACKS
  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reactions_to_the_September_11_attacks 

Reactions to the September 11 attacks included condemnation from world leaders, other political and 
religious representatives and the international media, as well as numerous memorials and services all 
over the world. The attacks were widely condemned by the governments of the world, including 
those traditionally considered hostile to the United States, such as Cuba, Iran, Libya, and North 
Korea. However, in a few cases celebrations of the attacks were also reported and some groups and 
individuals accused the United States in effect of bringing the attacks on itself.

Many countries introduced anti-terrorism legislation and froze the bank accounts of businesses and 
individuals they suspected of having connections with al-Qaeda and its leader Osama bin Laden, the 
accused perpetrators of the attacks. 

United States
In the immediate aftermath of the attacks, the Bush administration declared a war on terrorism, with 
the stated goals of bringing Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda to justice and preventing the emergence 
of other terrorist networks. These goals were to be accomplished by means including economic and 
military sanctions against states perceived as harboring terrorists and increasing global surveillance 
and intelligence sharing. Within hours after the September 11 attacks, Defense Secretary Rumsfeld 
speculated on possible involvement by Saddam Hussein and ordered his aides to make plans for 
striking Iraq;[3] although unfounded, the association contributed to public acceptance for the 2003 
invasion of Iraq. The second-biggest operation of the US Global War on Terrorism outside of the United 
States, and the largest directly connected to terrorism, was the overthrow of the Taliban rule from 
Afghanistan, by a US-led coalition.
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NATO AND THE INVOCATION OF ARTICLE 5

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_110496.htm? 

The principle of collective defence is at the very heart of NATO’s founding treaty. It remains a unique 
and enduring principle that binds its members together, committing them to protect each other and 
setting a spirit of solidarity within the Alliance.

Highlights
 • Collective defence means that an attack against one Ally is considered as an attack against  

all Allies.
 • The principle of collective defence is enshrined in Article 5 of the Washington Treaty.
 • NATO invoked Article 5 for the first time in its history after the 9/11 terrorist attacks against the 

United States.
 • NATO has taken collective defence measures on several occasions, for instance in response to 

the situation in Syria and in the wake of the Russia-Ukraine crisis.
 • NATO has standing forces on active duty that contribute to the Alliance’s collective defence 

efforts on a permanent basis.

https://www.nato.int/docu/update/2001/1001/e1002a.htm
2 October 2001
Invocation of Article 5 confirmed

Frank Taylor, the US Ambassador at Large and Co-ordinator for Counter-terrorism briefed the North 
Atlantic Council - NATO’s top decision-making body- on 2 October on the results of investigations into 
the 11 September terrorist attacks against the United States. As a result of the information he provided 
to the Council, it has been clearly determined that the individuals who carried out the attacks belonged 
to the world-wide terrorist network of Al-Qaida, headed by Osama bin Laden and protected by the 
Taleban regime in Afghanistan.

At a special press conference, NATO Secretary General Lord Robertson announced that since it had 
been determined that the attacks had been directed from abroad, they were regarded as an action 
covered by Article 5 of the Washington Treaty (1). When the Alliance invoked the principle of Article 
5 of the Washington Treaty on 12 September, it stated that it needed to know whether such actions 
had been conducted from abroad before the Article could become fully operative. This has now been 
determined, but Lord Robertson explained that, at present, it was premature to speculate on what 
military action would be taken by the Alliance, be it individually or collectively.
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https://www.nato.int/docu/speech/2001/s011002a.htm 
4 October 2001
Statement to the press by NATO Secretary General, Lord Robertson

This morning, the United States briefed the North Atlantic Council on the results of the investigation 
into who was responsible for the horrific terrorist attacks which took place on 11 September.

The briefing was given by Ambassador Frank Taylor, the United States Department of State 
Coordinator for Counter-terrorism.

This morning’s briefing follows those offered by United States Deputy Secretary of State Richard 
Armitage and United States Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, and illustrates the 
commitment of the United States to maintain close cooperation with Allies.

Today’s briefing was classified and so I cannot give you all the details. Briefings are also being given 
directly by the United States to the Allies in their capitals.

The briefing addressed the events of 11 September themselves, the results of the investigation so far, 
what is known about Osama bin Laden and the Al-Qaida organisation and their involvement in the attacks 
and in previous terrorist activity, and the links between Al-Qaida and the Taleban regime in Afghanistan.

The facts are clear and compelling. The information presented points conclusively to an Al-Qaida role 
in the 11 September attacks.

We know that the individuals who carried out these attacks were part of the world-wide terrorist 
network of Al-Qaida, headed by Osama bin Laden and his key lieutenants and protected by the 
Taleban.

On the basis of this briefing, it has now been determined that the attack against the United States on 11 
September was directed from abroad and shall therefore be regarded as an action covered by Article 5 
of the Washington Treaty, which states that an armed attack on one or more of the Allies in Europe or 
North America shall be considered an attack against them all.
I want to reiterate that the United States of America can rely on the full support of its 18 NATO Allies in 
the campaign against terrorism.
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THE ANZUS TREATY

ANZUS Treaty – Full Text
http://australianpolitics.com/1951/09/01/anzus-treaty-text.html 

Howard Government Invokes ANZUS Treaty
http://australianpolitics.com/2001/09/14/howard-government-invokes-anzus-treaty.html 

September 14, 2001

The Federal Government has invoked the ANZUS Treaty for the first time in the 50-year history of the 
defence alliance with the United States.

Cabinet met today following the Prime Minister’s return from Washington and in the aftermath of the 
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washington.
Following the Cabinet meeting, the Prime Minister, John Howard, issued the following statement:

“The Australian people have been shocked and outraged at the enormity of the terrorist attacks on the 
United States. These heinous crimes have caused catastrophic loss of life, injury and destruction. We 
anticipate that a significant number of Australian nationals are included among those who lost their 
lives.

I have already conveyed to the President of the United States the condolences of the Australian 
Government and people, and expressed our resolute support for the United States at this most 
difficult time.

The terrorist attacks on the United States were discussed today at a special Cabinet meeting that I 
convened on my return from the United States.

The Government has decided, in consultation with the United States, that Article IV of the ANZUS 
Treaty applies to the terrorist attacks on the United States. The decision is based on our belief that the 
attacks have been initiated and coordinated from outside the United States.

This action has been taken to underline the gravity of the situation and to demonstrate our steadfast 
commitment to work with the United States in combating international terrorism.

The Australian Government will be in close consultation with the United States Administration in the 
period ahead to consider what actions Australia might take in support of the US response to these 
attacks”.
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Article IV of the ANZUS Treaty says:
Each Party recognizes that an armed attack in the Pacific Area on any of the Parties would be 
dangerous to its own peace and safety and declares that it would act to meet the common danger in 
accordance with its constitutional processes.
Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall be immediately reported to the 
Security Council of the United Nations. Such measures shall be terminated when the Security Council 
has taken the measures necessary to restore and maintain international peace and security.

Great Australian foreign policy speeches: Howard on 9/11 and the US alliance

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/great-australian-foreign-policy-speeches-howard-911-
and-us-alliance 

Australia’s House of Representatives convened on 17 September 2001, six days after the terrorist attacks 
on New York and Washington had set the direction of the first decade of the 21st century.
The Prime Minister, John Howard, who was in Washington on the day of the attack, rose to give one of 
his finest parliamentary performances, formally invoking the treaty provisions of Australia’s alliance with 
the US. It was a speech from the heart as well as the head. Howard stood with a long line of Australian 
leaders over the previous century who had built the security relationship with the US. Howard’s passion 
was clear, as were the principles he spoke to – but much that followed was to become a dark time in the 
alliance.

Howard moved a motion that the House:
 1. Expresses its horror at the terrorist attacks which have claimed so many lives in the United  

 States of America;
 2. Conveys to the Government and people of the United States of America the deepest sympathy  

 and sense of shared loss felt by the Government and people of Australia;
 3. Extends condolences to the families and other loved ones of those Australians killed or missing  

 as a result of the attacks;
 4. Declares that such attacks represent an assault, not only on the people and the values of the  

 United States of America, but of free societies everywhere;
 5. Praises the courageous efforts of those engaged in the dangerous rescue operation still   

 underway;
 6. Believes that the terrorist actions in New York City and Washington DC constitute an attack  

 upon the United States of America within the meaning of Articles IV and V of the ANZUS Treaty;
 7. Fully endorses the commitment of the Australian Government to support within Australia’s  

 capabilities United States-led action against those responsible for these tragic attacks; and
 8. Encourages all Australians in the wake of these appalling events to display those very qualities  

 of tolerance and inclusion which the terrorists themselves have assaulted with such awful   
 consequences.

I’ve watched many Howard performances in the old and new parliament, and this was one of those rare 
times when he stepped beyond his role as a political warrior and a great debater. It was the speech of a 
leader explaining to Australia that ‘the world has changed. We are all diminished, we are all changed, and 
we are all rather struggling with the concept that it will never be quite the same again’.
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The speech had three parts: the first focused on what Howard called ‘a tragedy and an obscenity of 
an appalling and repugnant magnitude’; then on the fight ahead and the values involved; and finally 
ANZUS.

Tragedy:
In the 27 years that I have been privileged to be a member of this parliament, I can think of no 
more sombre occasion than the circumstances under which this House meets today. We have had 
tragedies of a national and international kind before. We have been touched by the poignancy of the 
deaths of people. We have confronted significant moral and national challenges, but none matches 
in depth, scale and magnitude the consequences of what the world must now do in response to the 
terrible events in the United States last week. In sheer scale, the death and destruction are almost 
incomprehensible in a time not regarded as a time of war...It goes beyond the death so cruelly inflicted 
without warning, without justification and without any skerrick of moral authority on innocent people 
merely going about their daily lives; its context represents a massive assault on the values not only 
of the United States of America but also of this country— the values of free men and women and 
of decent people and decent societies around the world. It is an act of terror. It is an act which is 
repugnant to all of the things that we as a society believe in. 

On occasions like this, those things that divide us in this parliament, those things that we might 
bicker and quarrel over as a people, as we go about our lives, are so suddenly and so quickly put into 
perspective. I remember the morning in Washington— as the House knows, I had been in the United 
States. I had been for an early morning walk. It was a beautiful Washington morning— there was just 
a touch of autumn. I had walked past the Lincoln memorial and many of the other great memorials 
of that great nation which stood between us and tyranny on one critical occasion in our history. I, like 
millions of other Australians, was deeply moved and distressed. I felt an enormous sense of empathy 
towards the American people who had suffered this awful deed.

Values:
There is united, righteous, deep, seething anger around the world at present. But, as the months go by 
and as perhaps the early dividends of retaliatory action are not ready and not apparent, some of that 
anger may subside; and some may argue that the extra miles that are required to be travelled are not 
really worth it. But, if those who died last Tuesday are not, in the judgment of history, to have died in 
vain, there is an obligation on all of us to persevere, to travel the distance, to persist and to root out 
the evil that brought about those terrible deeds. But, in the process of responding, we must do so with 
care as well as with lethal force. We should understand that barbarism has no ethnicity and evil has no 
religion. Both around the world and within our own society, we should take pause lest we engage in the 
evil of scapegoating individual groups within our society. I have said on a number of occasions that I 
know that my fellow Australians of Islamic faith are overwhelmingly as appalled about what happened 
as I am, as an inadequately practising Christian. 

This is an assault on values common to all the great religions of the world, and it is also an assault on 
the values of many people who profess no religion. I say to my fellow Australians of Islamic faith or of 
Middle Eastern descent that I extend to you the hand of friendship. You are part of our great society; 
you are part of the fabric of the great, decent, freedom loving, fair minded Australian nation; and you 
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are as entitled to share my outrage, my sorrow, my anger and my sadness as are others within our 
community—because wouldn’t it be a terrible, tragic, obscene irony if in responding, however we do 
it as individuals or as nations, to these terrible terrorist attacks we forsook the very things that we 
believed had been assaulted last Tuesday in New York?

Alliance:
In every way, the attack on New York and Washington and the circumstances surrounding it did 
constitute an attack upon the metropolitan territory of the United States of America within the 
provisions of articles IV and V of the ANZUS Treaty. If that treaty means anything, if our debt as a 
nation to the people of the United States in the darkest days of World War II means anything, if the 
comradeship, the friendship and the common bonds of democracy and a belief in liberty, fraternity 
and justice mean anything, it means that the ANZUS Treaty applies and that the ANZUS Treaty is 
properly invoked. As a proud, patriotic Australian, I was literally moved to tears by what occurred in 
the United States. I was filled with admiration for the spirit of the American people. I can with genuine 
affection and fondness say that their behaviour in the wake of those events and their determination to 
respond appropriately, to heal the wounds and to help those who mourn and grieve demonstrates very 
powerfully that the American people do live, in the words of their wonderful national anthem, ‘in the 
land of the free and the home of the brave’. 

Formally invoking the treaty for the first time, Howard marked another moment in an Australian 
tradition: Deakin inviting the US Great White Fleet; Curtin turning to the US in the Pacific war free of 
any pangs for the traditional links to Britain; Spender achieving the ANZUS treaty; Menzies committing 
to Vietnam with the new great and powerful ally; Holt going all the way with LBJ; Whitlam hanging 
on to the alliance despite Vietnam and the controversy over the US bases in Australia; Hawke 
incorporating the US bases into the alliance. The course Howard, set with his speech and parliamentary 
resolution, took Australia to Afghanistan and Iraq. The commitment Howard made was not just to the 
alliance but to George W Bush. The Push With Bush was to impose great political costs on Howard and 
Tony Blair, and significant alliance burdens on their nations. Iraq divided Australian politics while, by 
contrast, the major parties maintained their consensus on the commitment to Afghanistan over the 12 
years of what became Australia’s longest war. Throughout Iraq and Afghanistan, the centrality of the 
US alliance for Australia endured with barely a wobble, proving the strength of the idea about the US 
relationship at the heart of Howard’s speech.
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