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HISTORY ACTIVITY 1
WORDS OF INSPIRATION
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QUOTES: READ ALOUD TO THE CLASS

“…THE CAPTAIN MADE THE FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT: ‘LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN, YOU MUST BE WONDERING IF ALL THESE AIRPLANES AROUND
US HAVE THE SAME INSTRUMENT PROBLEM AS WE HAVE. BUT THE REALITY
IS THAT WE ARE HERE FOR A GOOD REASON.’ THEN HE WENT TO EXPLAIN THE
LITTLE BIT WE KNEW ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE U.S. THERE WERE LOUD
GASPS AND STARES OF DISBELIEF. LOCAL TIME AT GANDER WAS 12:30PM.”
- Nazim, member of a Delta flight crew

1

Hang four large pieces of paper on the walls of the room.
Each piece of paper has a different heading. Allow students to walk around
the room and write responses on each piece of paper in silence.

A.PEOPLE

B.EMOTIONS

C.LEADERSHIP

Who were the leaders
What do you think
involved in getting
people were feeling
information to airlines,
as they heard and
who then communicated
communicated
with the crews, who then the news over the
communicated to the
loudspeaker?
passengers?

2

Have students brainstorm
examples of speeches or
moments in time when
a leader is making a life
changing speech to a group
of people. E.g. Martin Luther
King’s “I Have a Dream”,
Winston Churchill’s “We
Shall Fight on the Beaches”,
Kevin Rudd’s Parliamentary
Apology to the Stolen
Generations.

What words describe
the characteristics of a
good leader?
E.g. president, the
captain, the stewards,
police.

3

Have students find examples
of the primary text of
one of these speeches.
Students should write about
the people involved, the
emotions felt, the leadership
at the time, and the actions
of the community that this
speech affected.
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D.ACTION

What would you
do if you heard this
announcement?

4

Extension: students can
create their own speech to
address their community
(e.g. school, local
neighbourhood) in a time
of tragedy.
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HISTORY ACTIVITY 2
OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON
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Have students read about Operation Yellow Ribbon (Appendix 6).
Share this quote from Gander Mayor Claude Elliott:

… If any time there’s a tragedy, you feel free to drop by Gander. We will be here, willing to help your
people in a time of need.

Have each student write as the mayor, an address to the people of Gander and the “come from aways”
as if it would be broadcast on the radio that night.

FOCUS QUESTIONS
HOW DO YOU WANT THIS

WHAT

TEYOWANNTETO SET?

DO TH

WHAT

FEELING

DO THEY WANT PEOPLE
TO HAVE AFTER THE

BROADCAST?

EINSTESRPREATEGD EBY:
M
TO BE

A FELLOW

CANADIAN?
A FELLOW
NEWFOUNDLANDERHE?RE PEOPLE HAVE
W
SOMEONE FROM A COUNTRY
“COME FROM AWAY”?

Have students share their speech with the class.
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HISTORY ACTIVITY 3
TWO SIDES OF THE SAME STORY
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Read the speeches given by President Bush and Osama Bin Laden (Appendix 7).
•
•
•
•

Who was the speech for and who were the leaders addressing?
What emotion or intention was the speech meant to convey?
Why were these individuals giving the speech?
What action was the speech meant to inspire?

There are multiple points of view and lots of speculation on the reason for the attack on September 11,
2001. We are including the two most prominent perspectives at this point in history: statements from
President Bush & Osama Bin Laden. We invite you to read both speeches. Read between the lines.
Think about what they choose to highlight and what they leave out. Form your own opinion. Teachers
may wish to use the following table, using similar quotes from each speaker, as a prompt or a model.
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HISTORY ACTIVITY 4
TWO SIDES OF THE SAME STORY
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George W Bush

Osama Bin Laden

The pictures of airplanes flying into buildings,
fires burning, huge structures collapsing, have
filled us with disbelief, terrible sadness, and
a quiet, unyielding anger. These acts of mass
murder were intended to frighten our nation
into chaos and retreat. But they have failed;
our country is strong.

There is America, hit by God in one of its softest
spots. Its greatest buildings were destroyed,
thank God for that. There is America, full of fear
from its north to its south, from its west to its
east. Thank God for that. What America is tasting
now, is something insignificant compared to what
we have tasted for scores of years.
Millions of innocent children are being killed
as I speak. They are being killed in Iraq
without committing any sins and we don’t hear
condemnation or a fatwa from the rulers. In
these days, Israeli tanks infest Palestine - in
Jenin, Ramallah, Rafah, Beit Jalla, and other
places in the land of Islam, and we don’t hear
anyone raising his voice or moving a limb.

America was targeted for attack because
we’re the brightest beacon for freedom and
opportunity in the world. And no one will
keep that light from shining.
I appreciate so very much the members of
Congress who have joined me in strongly
condemning these attacks. And on behalf
of the American people, I thank the many
world leaders who have called to offer their
condolences and assistance. America and our
friends and allies join with all those who want
peace and security in the world, and we stand
together to win the war against terrorism.

After this event, after the senior officials have
spoken in America, starting with the head of
infidels worldwide, Bush, and those with him
-- they have come out in force with their men
and have turned even the countries that belong
to Islam to this treachery, and they want to
wag their tail at God, to fight Islam, to suppress
people in the name of terrorism.

We will make no distinction between the
terrorists who committed these acts and
those who harbor them.

These events have divided the whole world into
two sides. The side of believers and the side of
infidels, may God keep you away from them.

Tonight, I ask for your prayers for all those who
grieve, for the children whose worlds have
been shattered, for all whose sense of safety
and security has been threatened.
And I pray they will be comforted by a
power greater than any of us,
spoken through the ages in
Psalm 23: “Even though I walk
through the valley
of the shadow of death, I fear
no evil, for You are with me.”

Every Muslim has to rush to make his religion
victorious. The winds of faith have come. The winds
of change have come to eradicate oppression from
the island of Muhammad, peace be upon him.
To America, I say only a few
words to it and its people.
I swear by God, who has
elevated the skies without
pillars, neither America nor
the people who live in it will
dream of security before
we live it in Palestine, and
not before all the infidel
armies leave the land of
Muhammad, peace
by upon him.
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PART 2- SCRIPT ACTIVATION
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Have students read this dialogue aloud:

BEULAH
Around suppertime on Thursday, people are waiting
to use the phones and there’s a fight in the hallway
ALI (Ali speaking in Arabic on the phone)
I beg your pardon?
PASSENGER 11
You celebrating this? You praying for your friends?
(Ali speaking in Arabic on the phone)
PASSENGER 11
Why doesn’t he speak English?
ALI
Excuse me?
PASSENGER 8
You telling your Muslim friends where to bomb next?
ALI
This was not all Muslims! And I was not –
PASSENGER 11
Go back where you came from!

ACTIVITY

BRAINSTORM/
RESEARCH

• Write a letter to your local member of
parliament discussing racial profiling.

• What is racial profiling?

- What do you understand by racial
profiling?
- What is your opinion of it?
- What change do you want to see?
- Alternately, create a slam poem that
discusses and shares your opinion. Read
and share with the class.

• What sorts of racial profiling occur in Australia?
• Who does it affect?
• Why does it happen?

29

H

H

H

H

H

HISTORY ACTIVITY 5
NATO AND ARTICLE 5
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1. Have students read Appendix 10 and 11.
2. Have students discuss the purpose of Article 5.

REFLECT
WHY WAS

LEDE? 5
ARESTTAIC
BLISH

WHY DO YOU THINK THIS WAS
THE FIRST TIME IT WAS

R
WHY WAS IT IMPORTANT FO

A
IC
ET R
M
A
INVOKED? TO GET THE SUPPOR OF ITS ALLIES BEFORE
RETALIATING?

Have students research and debate the following topics:

1

Does an attack by a nonstate terrorist group give
rise to the right of selfdefence as understood under
international law?

2

Under what circumstances
was the Taliban regime as
the Afghani government
itself a legitimate target for
military action under the
self-defence doctrine?
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3

To what extent was the United
States entitled to dictate the
terms by which the Taliban
regime should act before the
military action would cease
against it and Al Qaeda bases
on Afghani soil?
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HISTORY ACTIVITY 6
THE ANZUS TREATY

H

H

H

H

H

Read the speeches given by the Australian Prime Minister John Howard regarding his government’s
decision to invoke the ANZUS Treaty in response to the 9/11 attacks (Appendix 12).

REFLECT

WHY DID

WHY WAS THIS DECISION

JOHN HOWARD SIGNIFICANT?
INVOKE THE
Y
T
A
E
R
T
S
U
ZHY WAS IT ESTABLISHED?
AANN
HOW DID THIS
W
D
A
N
ZU
S
TR
EA
TY
DECISION CHANGE OUR
IN RESPONSE TO THE 9/11 ATTACKS?
SOCIETY?
WHAT IS THE

Have students research and debate the following topics:

1

Should the Howard
government have committed
Australian troops to the ‘War
on Terror’?

2

Is the world a safer
place post 9/11?
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3

Can terrorism ever
be defeated?

